Contents

Author’s Preface

Editorial Preface

Abbreviations

Main Bibliography: Commentaries, Books, and Articles
Introduction

Contents

Redaction

Sources
Religious Contribution

Numbers and History
Theological Postscript
Text and Commentary
The Dimensions of the Community (1:1-47)
The Distinctiveness of the Levites within the Community (1:48-54)
The Community as a Priestly Theocracy (2:1-34)
The Structure and Dimensions of the Priestly Hierarchy (3:1-51)
Levitical Service Within the Priestly Hierarchy (4:1-49)
Priests and the Purity of the Community (5:1-4)
Priests and Restitution (5:5-10)
Priests and the Ordeal (5:11-31)
Priests and the Nazirites (6:1-21)
Priests and the Blessing of the Community (6:22-27)
The Community’s Commitment to the Priestly Theocracy (7:1-88)
Divine Revelation in the Community (7:89-8:4)
The Purification of the Levites (8:5-26)
Observing Passover (9:1-14)
Means of Guidance on the Journey—the Cloud (9:15-23)
The Signal for the Journey—the Silver Trumpets (10:1-10)
The Beginning of the Journey (10:11-28)
Hobab and the Ark (10:29-36)
})isa[fection at Taberah (11:1-3)
”'ICT Gift of Quail at Kibroth-hattaavah (11:4-35)
Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses (12:1-16)
RCFonpaissance of the Land (13:1-33)
i((;ld(‘.(ifmn of the Land and Defeat at Hormah (14:1-45)
ttional Cereal and Drink Offerings (15:1-16)

X

R R

26
42
53
56
60
68
75
78
85
89
95
101
105
109
112
117
122
132
140
148
165



viii CONTENTS

Offering the First Fruits (15:17-21) 170
Inadvertent Offenses (15:22-31) 172
Gathering Sticks on the Sabbath (15:32-36) 175
Tassels of Remembrance (15:37-41) 177
The Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16:1-35) 179
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram—the Aftermath (17:1-28) 192
The Dues of the Priests and Levites (18:1-32) 199
Purification of the Unclean (19:1-22) 208
The Exclusion of Moses and Aaron (20:1-13) 215
The Journey around Edom (20:14-21) 221
The Death of Aaron (20:22-29) 226
Canaanites Defeated at Hormah (21:1-3) 229
The Desert Snakes (21:4-9) 232
The Transjordanian Journey (21:10-20) 236
The Defeat of Sihon and Og (21:21-35) 241
The Story of Balaam (22:1-24:25) 248
Apostasy at Shittim (25:1-18) 274
The Second Census (25:19-26:56) 284
The Second Levitical Census (26:57-65) 296
The Daughters of Zelophehad (27:1-11) 299
The Commissioning of Joshua (27:12-23) 304
The List of Offerings (28:1-30:1) 309
A Woman’s Vows (30:2-27) 320
The Midianite War (31:1-54) 325
The Settlement of Reuben and Gad (32:1-42) 335
The Wilderness Itinerary (33:1-49) 348
General Guidance about the Occupation (33:50-56) 358
The Boundaries of the Land (34:1-29) 362
The Levitical Cities (35:1-8) 370
The Cities of Refuge (35:9-34) 378
The Case of the Daughters of Zelophehad Resumed (36:1-13) 387

Indexes 391



