
CONTENTS 

Page 
PART I: A LAND AND ITS PEOPLE 

I THE GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT 3 
Palestine - The beauty and diversity of the Holy 
Land - Heat and cold: wind and rain - Trees, 
flowers and fr"its - Imples omne animal benedictione 

II THE HUMAN CONTEXT 29 
The people of the covenat1t - Nomen numen - A. 
nation or a religion? - The curious position of the 
Samaritans - The Greek cities - So small and so great -
The great dispersion of the Jews 

III THE POLITICAL CONTEXT 5 I 
God and Caesar - Theocracy - Palestine and the 
Roman domination - Herod 'the Great' - Herod's 
successors and the procurators - The occupiers and the 
occupied 

IV JERUSALEM 80 

The city of God's rejoicing - Its position and its site -
A thousand years of history - 'Hole in the corner' or 
metropolis? - 'The nonpareil of bea"ty, the pride of the 
wltole earth' - Life in Jerusalem 

PART II: THOSE DAYS AND NIGHTS THAT BLESS 
THE LORD 

I A CHILD OF ISRAEL IOI 

'To our race a son is given' - Marked with the seal of 
God - The name - The education of the yo1mg -
Coming of age 

V 



DAILY LIFE IN PALESTINE 

II FAMILY, 'MY OWN FLESH AND BLOOD' IIS 
'My own ftesli and blood' - Taking a wife - Prohibi!ions 
and obligations - From the engageme11t to the wedding -
The father of a family- Women in Israel- Short­
comings and failures in marriage 

III HIGH AND LOW, RICH AND POOR 138 
From tribe to sodal class - Slavery in Israel - 'At 
toil repine not' - Who were the am-ha-arez? - Beati 
possedentes - A class apart: the scribes - Relations 
between the classes 

IV SOCIETY'S IMPERATIVE COMMANDS 1 59 
An obligation unknown to the Jews - The heavy 
burden of taxes - Human justice a dirty_ rag - Judges 
and courts - Civil law - Crimes and misdemeanours; 
punishments and penalties 

V THE TABLETS OF HEAVEN AND HUMAN CALCULATIONS 179 
The year and the months - The week of seven days -
The day and the hours - Weights and measures -
Money in Palestine 

VI BED AND BOARD 197 
'Give us this day .. .' - ' ... our daily bread' - 'Vinum 
laetificat cor hominis' - Meals - 'The croak and the 
coat' - The house 

VII 1BY THE SWEAT OF THY BROW' 228 

The divine institution of labour - The 'good shepherd's' 
life - The workers in the fields - 'Cast your nets' - The 
craftsmen 

VIII FROM TRADERS TO BRIGANDS 246 

vi 

'Neither are we delighted in merchandise' - Big business 
and banking - The moral aspect of money and business -
'Where, then, does wisdom lie? . .. Not here, cries the 
abyss ... and the sea echoes, Not here' - Roads and 
caravan-tracks - Travellers and brigands 

CONTENTS 

IX THE SPOKEN AND THE WRITTEN WORD 26 5 
What languages did Jesus speak.? - Rote-learmng, 
rhythm and antithesis - What kind of writing did 
Jesus read? - Writing-materials - How 1zews was 
spread 

X LETTERS, ARTS AND SCIENCE 282 

A literature without 'mere letters' - The art of the 
spoken word - 'Non impedias musicam' -A nation 
without art?- Knowledge, God's secret 

XI HABITS AND CUSTOMS; PERSONAL CLEANLINESS; 

AMUSEMENTS 300 

Everyday life - Personal cleanliness - Soda/ relation-
ships - Devils and the stars - Leisure and amusements -
Whoredom 

XU WHEN THE BIRD-SONG DIES AWAY 318 

M an
1 
s condition: suffering and death - Hygiene and 

health - Diseases - M edici'ne and medical men - Death 
and the grave - 'Where, then, death, is thy victory?' 

PART III: A PEOPLE AND ITS GOD 

I THE AGE OF GOD 341 
Israel's religious life - The consecration of the day by 
prayer - The consecration of the week by the Sabbath -
The consecration of the year by the feasts - The 
sabbatical year and the jubilee 

II THE DWELLINGS OF GOD 359 
The Temple, the 'shrine of the gwry of God' - The 
Temple as Christ knew it- The Temple: its services 
and £ts symbolism - The synqgogue: in no way a 
Temple - The services at the synagogue 

III THE MEN OF GOD 377 
The priests and Levites in the service of the Temple -
The doctors in the service of the Law - The Pharisees 
and the Sadducees - The Nazarites' vows and retreats 
in the desert - The monks of the Dead Sea 

vii 



DAILY LIFE IN PALESTINE 

IV THE FAITH OF ISRAEL AND THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH 406 
The first commandment of all - Was God withdrawing 
Himself from man?- 'And the second, its like' -
Chosen People or universalism? - Was the letter to kill 
the spirit? - The Messiah. Who and when? 

Finale JESUS AMONG HIS PEOPLE AND IN HIS TIME 429 

Jesus of Nazareth, a Jew among Jews - 'Christ has 
superseded the Law' - The Jewish people and Jesus 

Bibliograph_ical Notes 44S 

Chronological Tables 448 

Abbreviations Used In Notes 452 

Notes 4S4 

Index 489 

TRANSLATOR'S NOTE 

All the biblical quotations in this book come from Mgr. Knox's 
translation of the Vulgate; but for the names in the text, particularly 
the Old Testament names, I have used the more familiar forms of 
the Authorized Version, writing Noah, Ham and Obadiah, for 
example, rather than Noe, Cham and Abdias. This has led to a 
few inconsistencies, but I hope they are not important. 

Patrick O'Brian 
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