CONTENTS

PART ONE: DAILY LIFE 11

The Burnt House 12
Rich Men’s Houses 14
An Alabaster Jar of Perfume 19
Daily Life 20
Cleanliness is Next to Godliness? 22
Stone Water Jars 24
Capernaum 25
The Jesus Boat" 26
A Town the Romans Conquered 27
A Synagogue of Jesus’ Day 30
The Bible of Jesus’ Time 33
The Languages they Spoke 34
Small is Beautiful 36
Gehenna—'The Everlasting Bonfire’ 38

PART TWO: RULERS OF THE LAND 39

Peace at Last 40
Herod—King of the Jews 44
There's No God There! 49
Caesar Augustus 50
Herod—the Great Murderer 52
Herod—the Great Castle Builder 55
Herod—the Great City Builder 58
Herod's Sons 61
The Roman Governors 64
Pilate’s Own Monument 66
Certainly not a Saint! 68
Clues to Pilate’s Character 71
Money and Coins 72
Caesar's Image 74
Army of Occupation 76

PART THREE: RELIGION 77

Temple Tourists 78
Herod’s Great Temple 82
What Massive Stones! 88
At the Moneychangers’ Tables 91
Where the Saints have Trod 92
A Secret Tunnel 95
Zechariah—Priest of the Order of Abijah 96
A Widow's Mite 98
A Treasure from Buried Books 99

A Monastery in the Desert 102
The Rule of the Community 108
Whose Voice in the Desert? 110

The Scrolls and the Teaching of Jesus 112
A Gospel at Qumran? 115

PART FOUR: DEATH AND BURIAL 117

Tomb Fashions 118

Their Names Live On 124

Can We See the Tomb of Jesus? 126
How Was he Crucified? 132
Did his Father Carry the Cross? 133
Do Not Disturb the Dead 134
The Tomb a Pilgrim Saw 135

The Mystery of the Turin Shroud 136

PART FIVE: WRITERS 141

Philo—a Philosopher of Alexandria 142
Josephus the Jew—Patriot or Traitor? 146
Roman Writers 149

Jewish Writings 151

PART SIX: GOSPEL RECORDS 153

The Oldest Bibles 154
A New Discovery at Mount Sinai 156
Books from New Testament Times 159
The Oldest Christian Books 162
Oldest of All 165
Before the Gospels 167
Finding the True Text 170
A Theological Difference 174
Simple Mistakes 175
Deliberate Changes 176
What Did the Angels Sing? 177
Did they Wash Beds? 178
Are they Original? 179
New Knowledge—New Translations 182

Epilogue 186

For Further Reading 187
Index 187
Acknowledgments 189




