
Contents 

Abbreviations ix 

Preface xiii 

1. Comparative Analysis of the Gospel of Mark 1 
Interpretation of the Gospel of Mark 3 
Tools for Analysis 5 
Socio-Rhetorical Forms in Mark 7 
Interrelation and Conflict of Forms 10 
Goals 12 

2. The Formal Structure of Mark 19 
Repetitive Form in Series and Scenes 20 
Passion Predictions and Three-Step Progressions 22 
Three-Step Progressions and the Formal 

Structure of Mark 25 
The Outline of Mark 45 
c~cl~~ ~ 

3. Conventional Repetitive Forms in Mark 53 
Conventional Repetitive Forms in Prophetic 

Biblical Documents 55 
Minor Repetitive Forms in Xenophon's Memorabilia 60 
Conclusion 68 

4. The Introduction and the Initial Phase in the 
Teacher/Disciple Cycle in Mark 1:1-3:6 75 

Conventional Progressive Forms in the 
Introduction to Mark: Mark 1:1-13 76 

The Initial Phase in the Story ofJesus and His Disciples 82 
Summons and Response in Greek Literature 87 
Summons and Response in Hellenistic Jewish Literature 94 
The Teacher/Disciple Relation in Rabbinic Literature 

and Philostratus's Life of Apollonius of Tyana 101 

vii 



viii Contents 

The Initial Phase of the Teacher/Disciple 
Relationship: Mark 1:14--3:6 108 

Markan Summons and Response as an Intermingling 
of Jewish and Greco-Roman Traditions 113 

5. The Intermediate Phase in the Teacher/Disciple 
Cycle: Teaching and Learning in Mark 3:7-12:44 125 

The Teaching/Learning Phase in Mark and 
Xenophon's Memorabilia 126 

Teaching and Learning in the Hebrew Bible 128 
Teaching and Learning in Plato's Dialogues and 

the Gospel of Mark 136 
Teaching and Learning in Philostratus's 

Life of Apollonius ofTyana 147 
The Distinctive Characteristics of the 

Teaching/Learning Phase 155 
The Merger of Jewish and Greco-Roman Patterns 

and Forms in the Teaching/Learning Phase in Mark 166 

6. The Final Phase of the Teacher/Disciple Relation: Farewell 
and Death in Mark 13:1-16:8 171 

The Final Phase in Mark and Xenophon's Memorabilia 172 
Mark 13 and Conventional Preparation for Future 

Action in Biblical and Jewish Literature 173 
The Temple Dialogue in Greco-Roman Literature 178 
The Arrest, Trial, and Death that Separates 

the Teacher from his Disciple/Companions 180 
Biblical and Jewish Tradition of the Suffering 

Righteous One, the Teacher, and the King 185 
Greco-Roman Tradition of the Suffering Teacher-King 187 
The Conclusion of Mark 191 
Summary 193 

7. Messianic Expectation and Cultural Fulfillment: 
An Explanation of the Preservation of Mark 197 

The Rhetoric of Repetitive Forms in Mark 198 
The Rhetoric of Conventional Forms in Mark 199 
The Rhetoric of Progressive Forms in Mark 201 
The Preservation of the Gospel of Mark 209 

Bibliography 215 

Index of Passages 231 


