Contents

Preface 6
1. The Prodigal God 9

3.

10.

11

Luke 15:11-24: Parable of Extravagant Love

The Far Country at Home 21

Luke 15:25-32: Parable of the Elder Brother

God Knows and Cares About You! 27

Luke 15:1-10: Parables of the Lost Sheep and Lost Coin

. The Tenant Who Owns the House 40

Matthew 12:22-47: Parable of the Empty House
The Hearing Heart 51
Matthew 13:1-23: Parable of the Soils

. How to Live Without Anxiety 66

Mark 4:26-29: Parable of the Growth of the Seed

. The Most Dangerous People in the Church 76

Matthew 13:24-30,36-42:
Parable of the Wheat and Tares

. Before You Give Up! 88

12.

13.

14.

Matthew 13:31,32: Parable of the Mustard Seed

God Can Change Your Personality! 95

Matthew 13:33-35: Parable of the Leaven

The Treasure Is You! 107

Matthew 13:44-46:

Parables of the Treasure and the Pearl

The Virtue of Viability 117

Luke 5:17-39: Parables of the New Patch and New Wine
Knowing What You Want and

Wanting What You Know 127

Luke 7:31-35: Parable of the Children at Play

While at the Banquet, Come to the Banquet! 138
Luke 14:1-24: Parable of the Great Feast

The God of the Successful 147

Luke 12:13-21: Parable of the Rich Fool

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Christians with a Tang 156

Luke 14:25-35: Parable of the Uncompleted Tower
Beyond Duty to Delight 166

Luke 17:1-10: Parable of the Unworthy Servants
God Wants to Give You a Gift 178

Luke 11:1-13; 18:1-8: Parables of Importunity

The Prayer God Won't Answer 190

Luke 18:9-14: Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican
Shrewd Saints 199

Luke 16:1-17: Parable of the Unjust Steward

How to Be a Lover 209

Luke 7:40-49: Parable of the Two Debtors

The One Thing God Won’t Do 220

Matthew 18:21-35: Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
Spontaneous Love 230

Luke 10:25-39: Parable of the Good Samaritan -
The One Test of a Great Church 242

Luke 13:1-9; Mark 11:12-14,19-22:

Parable of the Fig Tree

How to Know the Will of God 252 .
Matthew 21:28-32: Parable of the Two Sons
Unmerited Favor 264

Matthew 20:1-16:

Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard

God’s Love Knows No Limits 273

Matthew 21:33-41: Parable of the Cruel Vinedresser
Ready, Aye, Ready! 281

Matthew 25:1-13:

Parable of the Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids

The Secret Source of Joy 294

Matthew 25:14-30: Parable of the Talents

A Voice from the Dead 308

Luke 16:19-31: Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus



