Contents

Foreword

1 World in Pain

PAIN OF WARS ¢ PAIN OF LAWLESSNESS ¢ PAIN OF
ECONOMIC COLLAPSE * PAIN OF FAMILY FAILURE ¢
PAIN OF A RAVISHED EARTH ¢ PAIN OF AFFLUENCE
¢ SEEN OR UNSEEN PAIN * ME? WHAT FOR? ¢ MIR-
ROR OF DESPAIR * WALKING THROUGH THE RUBBLE

2 His Unfailing Love

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? » THAT AMAZING LOVE e LIKE
FATHER, LIKE SON ¢« HOW CAN WE COMPREHEND
HIS LOVE? » WHAT GOD’S LOVE CAN'T DO * NO
PLACE TO HIDE

3 Into Each Life Some Rain . . .

WHO SAID LIFE WAS FAIR? * THE POPULARITY CULT
e THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP ¢ GRETCHEN’S STORY
e CROSS-BEARERS WITH LONG FACES ¢ TAKE
HEART! « SUFFERING IS NOT IN VAIN

4 Pain in Paradise

THE FIRST SINNER COMMITS THE FIRST SIN ¢ THE
WAY IT WAS ¢ THE FIRST PERFECT RELATIONSHIP
e SATAN’S TACTICS ¢ BEGINNING OF SORROW o
WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED SIN? « ONE CRISIS
AFTER ANOTHER ¢ CONFUSION OF GOOD AND EVIL
e PAIN IN PARADISE: SUFFERING AT HOME

5 Why Jesus Suffered

GOD JOINED US e THE CROSS: SYMBOL OF SUFFERING
* ALL SIGNS POINT TO THE CROSS ¢ IS GOD ON TRIAL?

17

33

47

59



Hope for the Troubled Heart

6 Who Sinned?
WHO NEEDS JOB'S FRIENDS? » MISTAKEN THINK-
ING ABOUT SUFFERING * THE TRIALS COME ¢ GOD
TELLS US OUR FAULTS * STRONGER MEDICINE ¢
SEX: SIN AND NOT SIN

7 Why God’s Children Suffer

TACTICAL ERRORS ¢ BECAUSE WE ARE HUMAN e
BECAUSE WE SIN OR DISOBEY GOD ¢ TO DISCI-
PLINE US ¢ CAN WE PROFIT FROM PAIN? ¢ TO LEAD
US TO THE BIBLE ¢ TO DEEPEN OUR FELLOWSHIP
WITH GOD ¢ SUFFERING TEACHES US PATIENCE

8 What Do I Do When I Hurt?
RESENTMENT IS A KILLER » SUFFERING WITH A
SIGH ¢ IT’S ALL IN THE ATTITUDE ¢ CLOSER MY
GOD TO THEE OR FARTHER AWAY? *» REWARDS
HERE AND LATER

9 When Your Heart Is Breaking

MANY FACES OF GRIEF * WOUNDED HEARTS ¢
MANY FACES OF PERSECUTION ¢ CAN YOU RELATE
TO PAUL? * THE PAIN OF PERSONAL FAILURE

10 The Fourth Man in the Fire

A BOOK OF PROMISES * GOD PROMISES US A REF-
UGE ¢ HE IS OUR SHIELD AND OUR REFUGE * GOD
IS OUR STRENGTH * HE PROMISES TO SHEPHERD US
« WHEN JESUS WAS JENNY'S SHEPHERD * HE PROM-
ISES TO PROVIDE SUPERABUNDANTLY * WHEN DO
WE NEED HIM? » GOD PROMISES TO SEND HIS AN-
GELS ¢ HE WALKS WITH US THROUGH THE FIRE

67

81

97

111

129

Confents

11 How to Pray Through the Pain

OUR PRAYER MODEL ¢ A FRIEND WHO CARES ¢ PAT-
TERN FOR PRAYER ¢ THE POWER OF PRAYER ¢
PRAY, DON'T PANIC » CREATIVE SILENCE ¢ PRAYER
IS A PLACE IN YOUR HEART ¢ THY WILL BE DONE

12 Storing Up for the Storms

WHAT WOULD YOU DO? » WILL WE ESCAPE RELI-
GIOUS PERSECUTION? ¢ PERSECUTIONS OF THE
HEART ¢ GOD’S STOREHOUSE ¢ TAKE YOUR BIBLE
OFF THE SHELF ¢ BE A PRAYER WARRIOR BEFORE
THE BATTLE BEGINS ¢ PRACTICE THE PRESENCE
OF CHRIST ¢ FAMILY POWER

13 How to Help the Hurting People

ARE WE APPROACHABLE? ¢ ARE YOU AVAILABLE?
e DON'T ADD TO THE HURT ¢ BEAR ONE ANOTHER’S
BURDENS e« PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HURT ¢ PIOUS
PLATITUDES DON'T HELP » WHO ARE THE BEST
COMFORTERS?

14 Schoolroom for Heaven

I DON'T WANT TO THINK ABOUT IT ¢ IS YOUR
HOUSE IN ORDER? ¢ GOLDEN MINUTES OF OPPOR-
TUNITY ¢ WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY! o WHAT IS
DEATH? *» HOW DO WE KNOW THERE IS LIFE AF-
TER DEATH? » DEATH IS THE CORONATION OF A
CHRISTIAN ¢ DEATH IS A REST ¢ DEATH IS A DE-
PARTURE ¢ DEATH IS A TRANSITION ¢ DEATH IS
DIFFERENT FOR THE BELIEVER ¢ JESUS GAVE US
THE KEY

vii

145

161

179

195



Hope for the Troubled Heart

15 No More Troubles 211

WHERE IS HEAVEN? » BEAUTIFUL HOME AND GAR-
DENS ¢ HAPPINESS IS HEAVEN ¢ NO BOREDOM e
THE ULTIMATE FAMILY REUNION ¢ THE HEAD OF
THE HOUSE ¢ BUT I LOVE EARTH « HEAVEN IS A
CITY » FULL POTENTIAL ¢ TOGETHER FOREVER e
THE FINAL VICTORY ¢ A VOICE FROM BEYOND

Notes 227



