
CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... 11 

Abbreviations . ........ . . .. . ... .... . .... ... .... ... ...... ...... 13 

Preface: "Without the Gospel" (John Calvin) . . . . . .. .. .... ......... ..... 16 

Why an Evangelical Theology? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 

PART 1 
PROLEGOMENA: BEGINNING TO TALK 

ABOUT GOD ...................... . ......... ... .. . . . 27 

§ 1.1 What Is Theology? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

§ 1.2 What Do You Have to Say before You Say Anything? . . . ........ 32 

§ 1.3 What Is the Gospel? . ........... ............ ........ ... . .47 

§ 1.4 The Necessity and Goal of Theology .. .......... . ........... 55 

§ 1.5 Is Theology Possible? ..... . ..................... .. . . ..... 60 

§ 1.6 Sources for Theology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

§ 1.7 Toward a Gospel-Driven Theological Method ..... .... ...... .. 77 

§ 1.8 A Final Word . .. . ........ . ...... . . ... ..... ... .. . ...... 84 

PART 2 
THE GOD OF THE GOSPEL: THE TRIUNE GOD 

IN BEING AND ACTION ...................... . . . . . 87 

§ 2.1 God and the Gospel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 

§ 2.2 Getting an Affinity for the Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 

§ 2.3 What Is God Like? .. ........... . ..................... .. 126 

§ 2 .4 The God Who Creates ............. ... .... ........ . .. ... 140 

§ 2.5 The God Who Reveals Himself ....................... . .. . 164 

§2.6 God's Purpose and Plan ......... . ..... .. ............. .. .. 214 



PART 3 PART 6 
THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM: THENOW 

AND THE NOT YET. ........................... .. . . 233 
THE PROMISE AND POWER OF THE 

GOSPEL:, THE HOLY SPIRIT .... . ..... ......... .... 609 

§3.1 Gospel and Kingdom .................................... 235 § 6.1 God's Spirit: The Breath of the Gospel. ...... . ............... 611 
§ 3.2 Apocalypse Now ... and Not Yet! .... . ... . ..... .. ... . . ... . 244 § 6.2 Person of the Holy Spirit .. . .. . ....... . ... ..... . .. ...... . . 615 

§ 3.3 The Return of Jesus Christ .. . ..................... .. . .. .. 258 § 6.3 Work of the Holy Spirit ....... . .......... . .. . . .... . . . . . .. 621 
§ 3.4 Millennium and Tribulation ............ . .......... ....... 274 

§3.5 The Final Judgment . . . .... .' . .. . . .. ... . ... . ....... ..... . 301 PART'? 
§3.6 The Intermediate State: What Happens When You Die? .. . .. ... 309 THE GOSPEL AND HUMANITY . ..... . . .. . ...... ... . 649 
§3.7 The Final State: Heaven, Hell, and New Creation ....... ... .... 326 

§ 7.1 Sons and Daughters of the King ........... . . ... ........ . .. . 651 

PART 4 
THE GOSPEL OF GOD'S SON: THE LORD 

JESUS CHRIST . ........................... .. . ...... . 341 

§7.2 Image of God .............. . ......... ... ......... ... .. 657 

§ 7.3 What Is Humanity? The Human Constitution . . ... .... .. ... .. . 662 

§ 7.4 What Is the Problem with Humanity? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 666 

§ 7.5 The Odyssey ofTheodicy ..... ..... .. . . ..... ... . . . ....... 684 
§4.1 The Gospel of God's Son ................. . .... ... .. . ..... 343 

§ 4.2 Christological Method ......... . ...... . ...... ..... . ... . 346 PART 8 
§4.3 The Life ofJesus ... . ............ . ........... ... . .. ... . . 357 THE COMMUNITY OF THE GOSPELIZED . .. .... .. . 697 
§4.4 The Death ofJesus ............. . ...... .. .... . ... ...... . 385 

§4.5 The Resurrection ofJesus ... ... . ... ... ... . .. . .. . . ........ 435 

§ 4.6 The Ascension and Session of Jesus . ...... ........ . ........ . 449 

§ 4.7 The Story of Jesus and the Identity of God .... . ... .... ... .. . . 460 

§ 8.1 The Evangelical Church ...... ... .. .......... , .... .. .. . .. 699 

§ 8.2 Biblical Images of the Church . . . ... .... . .. .. ....... . .. .... 713 

§8.3 The Shape of the Church .... . .. . .. . .. .. . ... , . ... ......... 728 

§ 8.4 The Marks of the Church ......... ' . . . . .... ..... . ... ...... 735 

PART 5 
THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION ...... . .. . ......... .. . . 489 

§ 8.5 Governance of the Church ........ . ......... ......... . ... 745 

§ 8.6 Emblems of the Gospel: Baptism and Lord's Supper . . ........... 757 

§ 5.1 Saved by the Gospel .................. .. ..... ..... . .... .491 Epilogue: Urgent Tasks for Evangelical Theology in the 21st Century . .. . . ..... 807 
§5.2 Redemptive History: The Plan for the Gospel ... . .......... . .. 496 Select Bibliography ............... .. . . . ... ......... ... . .. ..... 813 
§ 5.3 Order of Salvation: The Logical Working of the Gospel. .. . .. .. . . 513 Scripture and Apocrypha Index ....... . ...... . ...... .. .. .......... 853 
§ 5.4 Images of Salvation: The Result of the Gospel ... . ........ .... . 548 Subject Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 880 
§ 5.5 Scope and Security: How Wide and How Certain a Salvation? . .. .. 580 Author Index ................................... , . ..... . .. . 905 


