Contents

List of HIUSIPations «ovusivvesueiiniusniuiiietiiiiin e 13
PPEJACE . .o e vne e essae s ent e n sttt ettt 25
ABBreviations. « . exwspanns 5SS RN SRR S R NG SRR 29
Part 1
READING THE NEW TESTAMENT

7.. Beginning Study of the New Testament. ........c..ooviiiiiiniivunonnss 38
Welyy the New TeStamments s «un s mavs wovmes v 63 w5 e me & 508 5  SwiaRumaImd 38

What is the New Testament? ..........oooieiuiiiiiiiiiiienannns 44

Keeping history, litevature, and theology together ..................... 47

2. The New Testamentas History ..., 50
Reading the New Testament as a bistovical document . ................ 50

2. The New Testament as LIteratire o .. vv e vt tir it ireananns 60
Reading the New Testament as a litevary artefact ..................... 60
TDEAULBOT ..« v v e e e sioin o wissn o o n sn 5008 1 55§ e 3 4055 3 55 AT 61

TIHEAEKE . . v s v v v s s s vve ¢ wiscn s wmia s o 4 e e 2 wse @ 3 0 3 e 4 st 4 o pEmEOREERTS 65
Theveader .. ... .o e 70

Fusing the horizons of author, text, andreader. .. ...............cc.... 73

4. The New Testament as Theology. ............vviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniann. 76
Reading the New Testament as a theological discourse . ................ 76

Discipleship as defining the authoritative story and living it out ........ 80



Part 11
THE WORLD OF JESUS AND THE EARLY CHURCH
5. The History of the Jews between the Persian and Roman Emipites swexass 86
Introducing the history of New Testament times ... .. . 86
The Jews from the Babylonian exile to the Hasmonean dynasty
(587-63 Bc) L T S 87
The Jews under Roman rule (63BC-4D70)........................_ 94
The Jewish world reconstructed (4D 70-135)....................... 103
6. The Jewish Context of Jesus and the Early Church......... ... .. 108
Jewish lfe in Palestine ................................. 108
The Jewish sects ..........oooiviiviiiriini 118
Jewish belicfs: one God and one people ..o 137
/. The Greco-Roman Context of the Early Church ...................... 142
Hellenistic culture and Roman CTPIVE .o 142
Thesocialorder................ccoocooiiini 147
Religion, philosophy, and cubwure. ... ... " 150
The Jewish Diaspora............c..ooooviii 164
The Septuagint -........oooiiiiiiiiiieemneiii 167
Part 111
JESUS AND THE VICTORY OF GOD
8. The Study of the Historical S5 €1 e w8 w8 5+ e 172
Dmagining an bistorical Jesus ... " 172
Why study the historical Jesust. ... 173
The quest for the historical Jesus oo 176
Concluding thoughts on the bistorical Jesus.ooo oo 184
9. The Profile and Praxis of a Prophet. . . cv s mmisusenme s sorns vms o s o 188
Ontheroadwith Jesus................................ " 188

Lrecursors and prophets: from John the Baptist to Jesus of Nazareth . .., 190
The campaign begins: Jesus and the kingdom of God

................. 197

Jesus versus the Teomple. ... 208
Aprécison theprophetJesus ... 213

0 WhoDid Jesus Think He Was?.... ... 216
Whodo peoplesay Lam? ... ..~ 216

A prophet, like one of the prophetslongago ... 218

Who is this Sson GAART oottt o mssmesissr s 220

Did Jesus think he was God?......oouvveuieeeeinseriienessessesnnn 231
14. The Deathiof the Messiahi . ... covmmismsm e s asses s sse sz ii;
Why did Jesus die? 245
Tt g o R AV e o
P e — o
Riddles of the cross. . ......oovuiiiiie it eiiinireeeeens o
Jesus: Messiah and Servant . coo.vevivniiniiuesssinesnsensenesnssins .
Thie tickory Gf GO, . woo o 1 aon < WS s RS R R SAA NNS S S R D
Part IV
THE RESURRECTION OF THE SON OF GOD
12. The Afterlife in Greek, Roman, and Jewish Thought .................. igj
Introducing life after death in antiquity.................cccovveeen.. "
Greco-roman views of the afterlife ......................cccoiiiiian. o
Jewish views of the afterlife ................ . i o
Lestinuony Bo.5he UOMEBOPE « cus s v s ims s mus s v s anis s 3iss 5 Spsbansges
13, The Storyof Easter according tothe Apostle Paul . .... . vu v v snmivnnansn ?Z.ZZ
Jesus, crucified, dead, buried, and visen! ... ... .. v g e
Paul’s testimony to the risen Jesus: the son of God in power ............ 98
1 and 2 Thessalonians ...........cc.oueuiei i iierieeines ;.39
szlzppmm?)m
Ephesians and Colossians . .............ccuiiiiiiiiiieianiinns :.303
Romzms307
A e s e e -
T o
Paul: theologian of the visen lovd .....................0coiiiinns
14, The Story of Easter according to the Evangelists.........oovviiuinan... iig
The gospels: the lord hasrisen. .........ouueiiuiereeieiiinineeeennn -
g X R U o
Mark: fear and trembling ... ...............cciiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiii, -
Matthew: earthquakes and angels. ...........ccccovvviiiiiiinnenn. ”
Luke: burning hearts and broken bread. . .......cooovvvvirinunnen.s. 327
John: new day, new tasks................oiiiiiiiei . i
FTETGHIOHY « s iy s ot s o s w8 5310 i » v RSP S S S o7
Walking the road to Emmaus in a postmodern world. ................ 331



i e e R 452
ctyal and critical IMATErS. . ..oovviaeriiin e
il i;””:;::i;t G GUIISSHANS 13 wm +wos o v om0 5 ¢ 4 =M ERAER Y 461
The argument 0f COLOSSIATS «ovvvvernrnennen.
S e The argument of the letter to Philernon ... ovoeeei e 22;
15. TheStoryof Paul’s Lifeand MInGStoy: so s s we v v s s omss v e s aviganessnmme 336 The argument of presm;;:l.s. b ) ﬂ . ;Z. d [be[% . Zcmm ............. o
' 1 7S, and the big picture ...oovevseess
Paul’s significance for the early church ..................ccovevieiins 337 Colossians, Philemon, and Ephest Z qp
LS AF vy e s s s e i 388 1 and 2 CornThians. ... c..vuerreie it fﬁ
Pl S persecufiamgf She ot e i omss o ss RN 34l THEPOQUCHION <« e e et ettt et 7
Y e B e Contextual and critical MABRErs. ......ocoiiiiiiiiiiiuninuesnneees iéé
R iRl e °50 The argument of 1 COFInEPIANS . oo« v veneassiansssansansssnnssnes ) Z
P S Onary SRTERYs v sk s ARG ol The argument of 2 Corimthians .. ....«eovuuvunvunsunennmnariasensss 9
e 361 1 and 2 Corinthians and the big picture. . .....ooooiiiiiievaananee 499
O S ot R TOBOI O« oo e e SRS 366 98 ROMANS .+ v enrs e s assamssuns 3688801 s s rg ampmsmmr s emm s ket Fo 5 502
B et o e e 366 TRErOQUCEION . oo\ eeeee et st 50
e Pauiine f”i”il‘)’-' ”207’10l‘b€i5m, G . 65£hatology """""" =i/ Contextual and CYItICal MALLerS. oo iineiiiaiai i 504
BEBGRBRG GG et i TR 371 The argument OfROTIANS ..o vvcvevinensiisien s saean e 512
Rethinking GoaSpecple - -vovovrrvcnviiimsssee, 377 Romans and the big Picture. .........oouevnisiiniiiiainrinannanes 52
Reworking God’s future .. .........ooooiiiiiiii i 387 . o
The Panting Jegaey «x vus s s wos vume o we s oo s 5 e w5k v wee (S AR ERMERS 393 24, The Pastoral Epistles .. oovenrenernmnssscnnenninin s o
T L TU T °
B s e 396 Contextual and critical MAters. ... ....ovevsuesuesiuasnnennaenees Zz .
LGS s v et s s R 1 G, The ar £Of 1 Timothy ..ovvvvvvnvinnssinsusicasnanenans
gument o )y
Contextual and critical matters. . ................ccoiviiiiiiiiann.. 399 The argument of 2 THROtRY «.......cvovssssensususuamimnssssese 5 i 6
The argument of Galatians. ... ....ooooovesoeis e 403 The ar FOFTHAS (v avrweenvnssns ampmeomppsasmasamppsoosenss 548
gument o
o esca Yones i comtenporary Pasline sohalarsh yossess . A The Pastoral Epistles and the big picture «.c.oovvueeenrnsesesneenes 549
Galatians and the bigpicture .......... ... 413
18: 1and. 2 Thessalonians. . v me . e s mn e s me o o ok SbEEE ST G s mmms b 416 Part VI
THLFOABELION . | vy 1w s ow s i o wne g 5 w4 ¢ oo B TR M S5 R E A Y 416 ?HE GOSPELS AND -!-HE STORY GF GOE}
Contextual and critical marters...........coveeueeeeresvienrsensnens 417 ' ek -
The argument of 1 Thessalonians . ..........ccuvivuviievsinnernnens 422 24, The Gospel a.ccordmg ERI, e 3 S e s SRS -
The argument of 2 Thessalonians .........cooovieiuiiiiiiieeeenninn 427 Introduction. .. .. e Z ..................................... o
1 and 2 Thessalonians and the big picture..........c.cvvveriivenenn, 429 Contexiual and eritical matters. . o..c.coooeeeeesesvrneees .
Mark’s story Of JESuS .o veenensunnenennmunnsnsenssnanessets e
19, Philippians . . v. v v vmw s vmn s vonn s emmnsimmsimsndbesine e o e 434 Markand the Big Bithe. .. vvvrvsssvesensssnsssssssssanssanene
D2 T L R o O —| 434 | e
Contextual and criticAl MAarters. .o.ovouve e ine e essneneaensasns 436 25. The Gospel a.ccordmg FoIVRREERER e assoms v v - EEHGERRER b
The argument of Philippians . . . yusyyessmmmeverswsnsmassssakiviving 441 Introduction. .. .. Z .......................................... L
Philippians 4hd the big Petitle. - sus oS ssnbnns sovesmmweenewswissms 447 ]C\’;ntebxmle and c]rfz]tzca TBABLEYS . oo v vvveeens .
Atthew’s SEory Of JEsus « . oovvvnnnrinin et
20. Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians , .« eeseesmws soswnnimvnswisiidisismsss 450 Matthew and the big Picture. . ......ooovvreessessesamanesnn 600

Introduction



26. The Gospel according to Luke and Acts of the Apostles................ 604
INEroduction . ........cooiu i e 604
Contextual and critical marters.............coiiiiieneernsrnresesnns 607
Lke's SEOFFOTTOBE « oo v s v wsv v ymg s wmo s www v wiw oo UGS nserasone 617
Lkesstory of theearly thurdh : o . cun . vvs s sws v nas s woimamaTHOR RS 628
Luke-Actsand the BigPicture . . ... ccvsosvveinsove s conapmmmpnsmsonice 644

27. TheGospel according to John... .o suiivnninan i s e isdsidsens 648
Introduction . ..........coonii i e e 648
Contextual and critical matters..............ooviieiiierineninninns 652

JOBB LoD O JESHS i ivosvs v s mavsma s o w o 0sms i s b wanisW Ay SO 663
" Jobn and the g s 678
28. The Makingofthe Gospels.........coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininiinae. 680
THEPOABEIION « coca s vins s mias g wn s st s powmy s ms e wins e wone » senalpiiss AR TR 680
Thegenre gf the gosbelve s s s s sex s sver s s 5 15« 5 s 5T SRS pepgmisisiosm e 681
The problem of Jobn's gospel o o oo vsvivssris s vns s nswnns Suse iy 685
The synoptic problem ............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeeeieninn, 686
The Jesus-tradition .. ... ...uoeueeueenssnssnsesssssnessnsnneseenns 694
Part VII
THE EARLY CHRISTIANS AND THE MISSION OF GOD
29. Introduction to Early Christian Letters. .« v e s smns s s inss s o0 s s maam 702
TnEroduction . ... s 702
The canonical function of the Catholic Epistles. . ..................... 705
30, The Letter tothe Hebrews. . ... iiiiii e 710
THEOTUCEION < 5 o305 5ime s s s wie s aoh s 5 £ 5 588 6 5 3 § 00 6 990 5 5 0 & 5 005+ A 710
Contextual and critical matters. ..........ccooviiiiieiiieniiininnis 711
The argument of Hebrews. . ...............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiann, 715
Hlebrewsand the Bl PIGore « : s s we vy we s 5 5m vwm s ww o oo w5 900 728
L. Letters by Jesus’ Brothers: Jamesand Jude s i cumisvssvmes s essm s cmsan 730
IBBPOAUCTION . « s« s 5 2m 5 0 G i & 0 i 2 i & o i 1 8 05 o s 60 o 2 i 730
Contextual and critical matters. ..........c.couueiiiieininininanns 734
The argument of JAMes .. .........uuuuiuuiniiiiiiiiiiiaaann 740
LD P tErnd gF Bl s s s s niv v niw i s 306 48 5 2s # F908 0904 408 1 5 wskihng 749
James and Jude in the big picture. ..............0 0 o 754
22, Petrine Letters: 1and 2 Peter ...ttt 756
T ) 756

T

.......... 770
The argument Of 1 Peter .o somnsmmsnmssnssnsr s et o
The argument of 2Peter «oovvvevnnnnenunnnnnnsrrsen o
[ and 2 Peter in the big PICture. . vovvicvnennnnennmeesnrr ittt
....... 784
2%, Johannine Letters: 1,2, and 3 John « sesspesmmnensnnssea senssbe -
 DRrOdHCHION s s T e
Contextual and P Y. NOTppp—r LR iy
The argument OF 1 JoBt. o eceeiinin s et o
The argument OF 2Johm ..o e -
The argument OF 3JohT..ooveeeinsrnn s .
1, 2, and 3 John in the big Picture coveusseatsninmnrasnennannsriess
......... 808
38, ReVElation. . ..oovsuresnersssnssssonanssnmuss e e o
TREPOARCEI N o+ 1 a5 s s me o+ 5 HRTR TSN BEmmownamesns e emitd EOUAS "
Contextual and critical MALIEYS . Jwas swswvasas vasis sams Ssdawassas =
The story of the book Of ReVElation ....couersnsnseusmnsmmsesnnsess .
Revelation in the big PICUTE ... vvssussasausnusnesursnesensnness
Part VIII
THE MAKING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
22 ntroduction to Textual Criticism of the New TeStAmMENT. oo vvererensrns 228
How we got the New TUSEETE = « < w50 83 5y + o« » i 3 4 W FEBIOMEAS e
The goal of textual Criticism ...ovwrvvreereeessessss sttt
The materials used to establish the text of the New Testament ...+ ZZZ
Method in textal CritiCism. ....oonvenensensnsesnnense i sntetss o
Resources for e PRRTenERSTSTITEEEE S
...... 866
36. The Canonization of the New TESAIMENE ¢ s s asnsannsennnseassss -
How we got the New Tostament CATON v vesonns vassmans s vummazoss i
AT 0 3 5o s v w3 566 8 500 0 e #% Bpppceren SRS AR DS
Part IX
LIVING THE STORY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
............ 878
37. Bringing It Al Together, . o oss puwe - con s usmammemnnns -
Making the New Testament matler Sor 10Aa oo vnneee e
............. 891
Bibliography. ... .....oovvneernennsanssnessnprnsnrn st s
Scripture and Other Ancient Literature Tndes ssonnassaswn vpus puansmmassos s o
Subject INAex oo vuvoneennnsuesssmnsusnnnn s ranaens gas s se R ELEREREREE



