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PREFACE 

Early in 1974 I was asked to give six adclr • on the S rmon on the 
Mount to th Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union (CI CU). 
These aclch sses, slated for th Easter term of 1975, consumed a large 
part of my time and en rgy for the six weeks over which they were 
spread. I do not think I have ever enjoyed teaching people the Scriptures 
as much as I enjoyed speaking to the four or five hundred students who 
gathered every Saturday n.ight. Unusually 1·ec ptive, they chall nged me 
by their g nuine attentiveness to the Word of Goel 

Since then I have repeated the series two or three times, in churches 
located in Briti. h olumbia. As time has permitted, I have rev· ed the 
series, writing it in a form mor congenial to the printed page than a ser­
mon or Bibl reading u ually i -. However, I have deliberately not r -
moved all traces of the eru·lier form. I have added two appendices, 
largely elicited by qu tion that have been put to me. Some of the 
material in the first appendix was interwoven into the original series, but 
I have thought it best in this book to separate it. 
• How does this volume differ from those now in circulation which deal 

with the same passage? Why offer another study on the Sermon on the 
Mount? Several reasons spring to mind. This exposition is shorter than 
most others designed for the general reader; but that is because it is 
more condensed. I have tried hard to be freer from the categories of sys­
tematic theology than om of my predecessors, though I want my work 
to be informed by the most significant theological points 0£ vie~v. Th 
material in the two appendices is not usually included in popular exposi­
tions, but it may help the interested 1·eader to view tJJe interpretation of 
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