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vi Growth of the Christian Church

beforehand. The ‘‘Questions for Study’’ appended
to the chapters may be of use here,

No one thing does more to make history intelli-
gible than the use of maps, The teacher ought often
to consult a historical atlas. A set of historical
maps will be a great advantage in the class. Fail-
ing this, the historical atlas should be shown to
the class at certain points. If a historical atlas
cannot be had, it is mueh better for teacher and
class to use a general atlas than no maps at all.

Much of the subject matter will take the class,
and perhaps the teacher also, into strange regions
of thought and action. The teacher will need to
cultivate in himself, and to urge the class to eulti-
vate, the power of imagination, so that just as far
as possible he and they can make themselves at
home in strange surroundings, and see things as
they looked to men of different worlds and differ-
ent thoughts and beliefs. This is one of the places
at which wide reading will help the teacher. For
his work with the class, he ought to be on the look-

out for things in contemporary and familiar life
which will help the student to realize conditions in
the past.

Church history ought to be studied in freedom
from prejudice. The mind should be held ready
to receive mew ideas, and to Jjudge all things on
their merits, not on the basis of what one has been
accustomed to think. It ought to be studied, above
all, with faith in God, who is guiding his Church
to see more truth, and to do the work of his ever-
lasting kingdom.
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CHAPTER I
THE PREPARATION FOR CHRISTIANITY

One of the things that make the study of
church history inspiring is that by it we are made
to realize that God is actually at work for the sal-
vation of mankind in the world where we live.
Nowhere do we see this working of God more
clearly than in the strange and wonderful way in
which the world was made ready for the coming
of Jesus. He came at ‘‘the fulness of the time,’’
when all things had been so molded by the hand
of God as to cause his coming to have the great-
est possible effect. We can best understand this
preparation of the world for Christianity by look-
ing first at the parts played in it, under God, by
three great peoples, and then at the condition of
the society in which Christianity first appeared
and made its first conquests.

I. THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE PEOPLES

A, THE ROMANS

When Christianity came, and during all its
early life, the Romans were rulers of the world.
This we may truly call them, in spite of the fact
that there was much outside of their possessions,
for it was in what they ruled that the eivilization
of the world was then making its great advances.

1

THE ROMAN
WORLD POWER



