
TRANSLATOR'S PREF ACE 

and the positions involved will already be familiar, even if 

the citations are not. 
To the extent possible I have noted the existence of 

English translations (indicated as ET) and have adapted 

my translation to the existing ones. Otherwise the footnotes 
are for the most part precisely as the author wrote them. 
In the exceptional footnote that I have thought it advisable 
to recast, I have placed a Tr. at the end. 

DTC is, of course, the Dictionnaire de Theologie Cath­
olique. ANET is Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to 

the Old Testament (21955), edited by James B. Pritchard, 

which I have substituted for the standard German transla­
tion employed by the author. EDB refers to the Encyclo­
pedic Dictionary of the Bible (ET 1963), edited by Louis 
F. Hartman. This is a translation of the second edition of a
Dutch original, preferable in every way to the German
version used by the author, which was made from the first

edition. Denz. indicates the paragraph numbers of the well­
known Denzinger-Bannwart Enchiridion Symbolorum, a

new English translation of which is now available. ThWNT

gives the volume and page numbers of the indispensable
Kittel-Friedrich Theologisches Worterbuch zum Neuen

Testament. A few of the articles in this monumental work
have been translated ( and sometimes abbreviated) in a
series of small books called Bible Key Words. The entire

Worterbuch, however, is now being translated into English.

6 

CONTENTS 

Translator's Preface 

Introduction 

I: THE CONCEPT OF REVELATION IN
PRESENT-DAY THEOLOGY

1. Revelation in Catholic Systematic Theology
2. Revelation in Catholic Biblical Theology
3· Revelation in Protestant Theology

II: A "SYSTEMATIC" OR A "BIBLICAL"
CONCEPT? 

4· Methodological Considerations
Divergence of Traditional Concept and Biblical

Data 

The Church: a Teaching Word 
Speech: the Biblical Concept 
A Necessary Pre-Conception of Revelation 

III: REVELATION IN THE BIBLICAL SENSE 
5. Natural and Supernatural Revelation

The Hiddenness of God 

5 

11 

15 

17 

25 

38 

49 

51 

53 
58 
6i 

63 

69 

71 
71 

7 



CONTENTS 

Natural Revelation 72 
Supernatural Revelation 74 

Its Historical Character 74 
Personal Revelation 78 
The Ob;ect of Revelation 81 
Revelation as Grace 83 

6. The Forms of Supernatural Revelation 88 
&reW~in~ ~ 
Revelation in Vision 96 
Revelation in Word in Relation to Act and Vision 103 

The Word is Express Self-Revelation 106 
The Word is Communicable to Later 

Generations 109 

7. The Ecclesiological Aspect and Eschatology 119 
The Church 119 

The Obscurity of Revelation 124 
EschatologicaI Revelation 127 

IV: BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL CONCEPTS: 
IN SEARCH OF A SYNTHESIS 131 

8. Broadening the Classic Definition 133 
Living Contact with the Thing Itself 134 
Summarizing the Essentials 1 37 
Revelation is Cluist Himself 140 

9. Revelation and Faith 143 
The Concept ot Faith in Systematic Theology 145 
TJ1e Biblical Concept of Faith 146 
Syntl1esis of the Biblical and Dogmatic 

Understandings of Faith 152 
Index of Authors 1 57 

8 


