
Contents 

Contributors ............... ... .............. .. .. 7 

Preface ........................................ 9 

About Bibliotheca Sacra ... . ...... . ... .. .. .. . .... 10 

1. The Church at History's Hinge 
Leith Anderson ............ ..... . . .... .. .... . . .. 11 

2. Theological Issues of 21st-Century Ministry 
Leith Anderson ....................... ......... . 19 

3. Personal Challenges for 21st-Century Pastors 
Leith Anderson ......................... ........ 29 

4. Practice of Ministry in 21st-Century Churches 
Leith Anderson ......................... ....... . 38 

5. Priorities for the Local Church 
Raymond C. Ortlund ........ ...... . . ........... . 45 

6. The Church's Mission in the World 
John R. W. Stott ................ ... .. . ... ... .... 54 

7. Augustine's Self-Watch: A Model for Pastoral 
Leadership 

Matthew R. St. John ...... . .................. . ... 66 

8. The "Elder" in the Old and New Testaments 
David A. Mappes ..................... ..... . .... 75 

9. The New Testament Elder, Overseer, and Pastor 
David A. Mappes ......................... . .. ... 82 

10. The Discipline of a Sinning Elder 
David A. Mappes ............................... 89 

11. The "Laying on of Hands" of Elders 
David A. Mappes ................ .. . ...... . ..... 98 

5 



6 Vital Church Issues 

12. Can Fallen Leaders Be Restored to Leadership? 
Jay E. Smith ............................ ...... 103 

13. The Old Testament Offices as Paradigm for 
Pastoral Identity 

John E. Johnson ....................... ...... . .. 120 

14. Audience Relevance in Expository Preaching 
Keith Willhite .. . .............................. 137 

15. Ancient Psalms and Modem Worship 
Edward M. Curtis ................ . ............ 149 

16. Assimilating New Converts into the Local Church 
R. Larry Moyer ........................... .... 160 

17. Confidentiality in Counseling Individuals with 
HIV/AIDS 

Jay A. Quine ........................... ...... . 171 

18. Evangelical Education for the 21st Century 
Kenneth 0. Gangel .................. ........ .. 182 

Chapter Notes . ............... . ............. .. 191 


