CONTENTS

PART ONE: GETTING STARTED 1

Forming Young Christians: The Best Six Years 3
Time Out for Nurture 5

PART TWO: SPECIAL TIMES TOGETHER 15

Back to School 17

Halloween Hype 21

Thanksgiving in a Gimme World 24
Rx for the Christmas Carousel 30
Early Milestones: Birthdays 40

I Am a Possibility: Honor Nights 42
What Value Valentine’s Day? 46
Outrunning the Easter Bunny 49

Of Seeds and Weeds: Spring 52

Good News for the World: Missions 54
“I’m Done!” The End of School 57
Summer: Ordeal or Opportunity? 59
How Dad Found Mom: Parents’ Anniversary 68

PART THREE: OTHER TIMES TOGETHER 71

What Shall We Pray About? 73

Kids and the Urge to Talk Back 75

The Family That Cares: Reaching Out to Others 78
From Adam to Zerubbabel: A Game for the Car 81

Lest We Forget: When Grandparents Come to Visit 83



If You Controlled the Checkbook: Teaching about

Finances 85 ’
What Does “Hallowed” Mean? The Lord’s Prayer for

Kids 87
The Forgotten Part of Prayer: Confession 89
The Secret of Scripture Memory 91
All the Home’s a Stage: Dramatizing Bible Stories 94
Riding the Wind: Lessons for Windy Days 97
Sibling Rivalry Is Nothing New 99
Moving Day 101
Who's in Charge of the Family? 103
Instruments of Praise 106
David Hits the Homemade Tube 107
“I’ll Decide for Myself” 110
Where’s Heaven? 114
After a Suicide 116
Unlocking the Bible 120
Days to Remember 122
Welcome to the Minority Group 124
Why Memorize? 126
A Taste of Sharing 128
Hiking Made Easy 130
Beyond Sarcasm 132
Why Our Goods Belong to God 134
Request Night 136
How Many Rules? 137
While You're Waiting in a Restaurant 139
How Does God Heal? 141
A Few Words about Dancing 143
Better Books for Better Kids 146
Pig-out Prevention 148
Singing from the Original 150
In Concert, Live! 153
“That’s Not Fair!” 155
The Bible and the Zoo 157

Homemade Helpers 159

The Pinocchio Principle: Lying 161

Pamallel Parables 163

Pushing and Pulling against God 164

Company Night 167

The Fine Art of Choosing Right from Wrong 169
First Communion 171

Why God Deserves the Best 177

Kids in Charge for a Night 179

Seizing the Teachable Moment 181

PART FOUR: CONCLUSION 185

Seven Keys to a Successful Family Night 187
“Does It Do Any Good?” 192



